Homeschool: Book I is the debut EP of Homeschool, the project of singer-songwriter and multi-instrumentalist, Tom D’Agustino. This 4-track EP was recorded on the eve of the Covid-19 pandemic and during the disbandment of D’Agustino’s former project, Active Bird Community. “These songs, to me, are the perfect introduction to what Homeschool grapples with,” D’Agustino says. “They examine trauma and what it can look like to process it, what it means to be responsible for other people who are more vulnerable than you, and what happens when someone from a past relationship loses someone they love.” 
The songs featured on Homeschool: Book I are not easily pinned down to one set of meanings, however, which was intentional and encouraged by D’Agustino’s collaboration with other artists on the original music. Most notably, “Smartest Man,” featuring writing partner, Samia, explores what it means to make a decision that affects others, interrogating that sense of personal responsibility and where it might come from. The last track on the EP is a reimagined version of the original “Smartest Man,” orchestrated and recorded by acclaimed artist, Bartees Strange, and also features renowned singer-songwriter Arlissa. D’Agustino notes, “Bartees has this striking ability to gaze into another’s work and pull out something hidden but crucial, something that may have been overlooked by the creators themselves, and give it light and life. He achieved this so effortlessly on this track while Arlissa’s voice danced along the new landscape with a delicate power. It is a very special work to me and I am beyond grateful for their participation and reimagination.” 
It became clear soon after Homeschool’s creation that while it is theoretically a solo project, in practice it has become a communal effort that welcomes and incorporates artists spanning various genres in an effort to keep the creative spirit of the music alive and open to re-interpretive growth. “Homeschool: Book I,” says D’Agustino “is the first episode of what I hope will be a long series of open questions, thoughtful exercises and weird experiments about how I see the world, and the desperation with which I seek out other voices and ways of knowing.” 
This focus on collaboration and reimagination was presented to audiences immediately after the debut single, “Satisfied” was released, showcasing remixes and covers by influential songwriters like Jessica Lea Mayfield, Overcoats and Billy Lemos, with features by gifted artists and rappers, Caleborate and Michael Christmas. This imaginative musical concoction opens up avenues for listeners to appreciate the core of Homeschool’s writing through the lens of different genres and personalities while leaving space and solitude for D’Agustino’s more intimate reflections on songs like “New England.” 
This quiet anthem eulogizes a personal loss while also pushing back against the notion that leaving is the same thing as running away. Homeschool centers its focus on human, lived moments that make and unmake themselves as time passes and people grow. This intricate and messy process of change is not confined to the realm of music, a realization that compelled and inspired D’Agustino and creative partner, Zach Slater. The two came to understand that what they are trying to achieve creatively cannot be limited to their voices and not even their own music. 
Homeschool: Book I is also a physical collection of pieces that accompany the release of the 4-song EP of the same name. This collection consists of poems, paintings, photography and other writings that are inspired by or serve as companions to each of the songs on the EP. 
Homeschool: Book I creates an opportunity for the audience to become more than just listeners, but readers, viewers and guests in the expanding, interdisciplinary world of Homeschool. By incorporating the music-inspired artwork of illustrious painters and photographers such as Mark Conlan, Ekaterina Popova and CJ Harvey, the spirit of collaboration present within the songs themselves becomes embodied in something seeable and variable. By partnering the lyrics of each song with an original poem by D’Agustino, the meanings found in each song begin to evolve and engage in an inner dialogue with one another. 
What has resulted is a kind of mixed media museum of prose, poetry and paintings knitted together by Homeschool’s debut EP release. “Slater and I really wanted to experiment with how we released this first batch of songs. We wanted to create a world that wasn’t just about sounds, but an array of expressive modes from different voices and perspectives.” Homeschool: Book I also contains the thoughts and feelings of friends, family members and other collaborators close to the project. “Homeschool has never been just about me,” says D’Agustino, “and it never will be. So many other hearts and minds contribute to any creative endeavor of this scale, so we thought, ‘the more the merrier. Let’s create a community of artists coming together to support and uplift one another.’” 

