Approved Concert Description Paragraphs 
1.    Inspired by the seasons and topographies, George Winston’s concerts feature a variety of styles including melodic folk piano, New Orleans R&B piano, and stride piano.  He performs songs from his seasonal favorites AUTUMN, DECEMBER, WINTER INTO SPRING, and SUMMER, as well as Peanuts pieces from his Vince Guaraldi tribute albums LINUS & LUCY –THE MUSIC OF VINCE GUARALDI, and LOVE WILL COME-THE MUSIC OF VINCE GUARALDI, VOL. 2, and more.
2.  Short Bio

George Winston – solo piano – the Winter Show
George Winston grew up mainly in Montana, and also spent his later

formative years in Mississippi and Florida. His favorite music was

instrumental rock and instrumental R&B including Floyd Cramer, the

Ventures, Booker T & The MG’s, Jimmy Smith, and many more. Inspired by

R&B, jazz, Blues and rock (especially the Doors), George began playing

organ in 1967. In 1971 he switched to the acoustic piano after hearing

recordings from the 1920s and the 1930s by the legendary stride pianists

Thomas “Fats” Waller and Teddy Wilson. In addition to working

on stride piano, he also at this time came up with his own style of melodic

instrumental music on solo piano, called folk piano. His main influences 

currently are the New Orleans R&B pianists Professor Longhair, James Booker,

and Henry Butler.

 

Since 1972 George has released thirteen solo piano albums, and his latest 

releases are Love Will Come -The Music Of Vince Guaraldi Vol 2 (2010), 

and Gulf Coast Blues & Impressions 2 – A Louisiana Wetlands Benefit (2012). 

His next solo piano album, Spring Carousel – A Cancer Research Benefit, will 
be released in March 2017.

 

This concert will feature George’s Winter Show, which will include melodic fall 

and winter type songs, some of Vince Guaraldi’s Peanuts pieces, pieces inspired 

by the New Orleans piano & the stride piano traditions, and songs from his 

upcoming album, Spring Carousel - A Cancer Research Benefit, scheduled for 

release in March 2017.
-----------------------

George Winston – solo piano – The Summer Show
George Winston grew up mainly in Montana, and also spent his later

formative years in Mississippi and Florida. His favorite music was

instrumental rock and instrumental R&B, including Floyd Cramer, the

Ventures, Booker T & The MG’s, Jimmy Smith, and many more. Inspired by

R&B, jazz, Blues and rock (especially the Doors), George began playing

organ in 1967. In 1971 he switched to the acoustic piano after hearing

recordings from the 1920s and the 1930s by the legendary stride pianists

Thomas “Fats” Waller and Teddy Wilson. In addition to working

on stride piano, he also at this time came up with his own style of melodic

instrumental music on solo piano, called folk piano. His main influences 

currently are the New Orleans R&B pianists Professor Longhair, James Booker,

and Henry Butler.

 

Since 1972 George has released thirteen solo piano albums, and his latest 

releases are Love Will Come -The Music Of Vince Guaraldi Vol 2 (2010), 

and Gulf Coast Blues & Impressions 2 - A Louisiana Wetlands Benefit (2012). 

 

This concert will feature George’s Summer Show, which will include melodic spring

and summer type songs, some of Vince Guaraldi’s Peanuts pieces, pieces inspired 

by the New Orleans piano & the stride piano traditions, and songs from his 

upcoming album, Spring Carousel - A Cancer Research Benefit, scheduled for 

release in March 2017.

3. Long Bio

 George Winston – Solo Piano -The WINTER SHOW  
            George Winston grew up mainly in Montana, and also spent his later formative years in Mississippi and Florida. During this time, his favorite music was instrumental rock and instrumental R&B, including Floyd Cramer, the Ventures, Booker T & The MG’s, Jimmy Smith, and many more. Inspired by R&B, jazz, Blues and rock (especially the Doors), George began playing organ in 1967. In 1971 he switched to the acoustic piano after hearing recordings from the 1920s and the 1930s by the legendary stride pianists Thomas “Fats” Waller and Teddy Wilson. In addition to working on stride piano, he also at this time came up with his own style of melodic instrumental music on solo piano, called folk piano. 
            Since 1972 George has released thirteen solo piano albums: AUTUMN (1980), WINTER INTO SPRING (1982), DECEMBER (1982), SUMMER (1991), FOREST (1994), LINUS & LUCY-THE MUSIC OF VINCE GUARALDI (1996), PLAINS (1999), which was inspired by his Eastern Montana upbringing, NIGHT DIVIDES THE DAY - THE MUSIC OF THE DOORS (2002), MONTANA-A LOVE STORY (2004) and GULF COAST BLUES & IMPRESSIONS-A HURRICANE RELIEF BENEFIT (2006). His most recent recording are LOVE WILL COME - THE MUSIC OF VINCE GUARALDI VOL 2 (2010), and GULF COAST BLUES & IMPRESSIONS 2-A LOUISIANA WETLANDS BENEFIT (2012).
In 2001 George released REMEMBRANCE - A MEMORIAL BENEFIT, a seven song EP of piano, guitar and harmonica solos, to benefit those affected by 9/11.  He has also worked with the late George Levenson of Informed Democracy (www.informeddemocracy.com) on three projects: a solo guitar soundtrack for SADAKO AND THE THOUSAND PAPER CRANES, and soundtracks of piano, guitar and, harmonica solos for PUMPKIN CIRCLE, and BREAD COMES TO LIFE. In addition, he has recorded the solo piano soundtrack for the children’s story THE VELVETEEN RABBIT for Rabbit Ears Productions.    
            George is presently concentrating mainly on live performances, and most of the time he is touring playing solo piano concerts (the Summer Show or the Winter Show), solo guitar concerts, solo harmonica concerts, and solo piano dances (with R&B and slow dance songs). 
            He is currently most inspired by the great New Orleans R&B pianists Henry Butler, James Booker, Professor Longhair, Dr. John, and Jon Cleary, and he is also working on interpreting pieces on solo piano by his favorite composers, including Vince Guaraldi, Professor Longhair, and the Doors, as well as Sam Cooke, Dr. John, Allen Toussaint, Randy Newman, Curtis Mayfield, Laura Nyro, Al Kooper, Jimmy Wisner, Arthur Lee, Frank Zappa, Ralph Towner, Rahsaan Roland Kirk, John Coltrane, Milt Jackson, John Hartford, Oliver Schroer, Taj Mahal, Henry Butler, James Booker, Jon Cleary, Philip Aaberg and others, to play at concerts, and at his solo piano dances.
            George is also working on solo guitar and is recording the masters of the Hawaiian Slack Key guitar for an extensive series of albums for Dancing Cat Records (www.dancingcat.com). Slack Key is the name for the beautiful solo fingerstyle guitar tradition, unique to Hawaii, which began in the early 1800s and predated the steel guitar by over half a century. 
            He is also recording his main inspirations for his harmonica playing: Sam Hinton, Rick Epping, and Curt Bouterse.
            This concert will feature George’s Winter Show, which will include melodic fall and winter type songs, some of Vince Guaraldi’s Peanuts pieces, pieces inspired by the New Orleans piano & the stride piano traditions, and songs from his upcoming album, Spring Carousel - A Cancer Research Benefit, scheduled for release in March 2017.
------------------------

 GEORGE WINSTON – Solo Piano - THE SUMMER SHOW  

            George Winston grew up mainly in Montana, and also spent his later formative years in Mississippi and Florida. During this time, his favorite music was instrumental rock and instrumental R&B, including Floyd Cramer, the Ventures, Booker T & The MG’s, Jimmy Smith, and many more. Inspired by R&B, jazz, Blues and rock (especially the Doors), George began playing organ in 1967. In 1971 he switched to the acoustic piano after hearing recordings from the 1920s and the 1930s by the legendary stride pianists Thomas “Fats” Waller and the late Teddy Wilson. In addition to working on stride piano, he also at this time came up with his own style of melodic instrumental music on solo piano, called folk piano. 
            Since 1972 George has released thirteen solo piano albums: AUTUMN (1980), WINTER INTO SPRING (1982), DECEMBER (1982), SUMMER (1991), FOREST (1994), LINUS & LUCY-THE MUSIC OF VINCE GUARALDI (1996), PLAINS (1999), which was inspired by his Eastern Montana upbringing, NIGHT DIVIDES THE DAY - THE MUSIC OF THE DOORS (2002), MONTANA-A LOVE STORY (2004) and GULF COAST BLUES & IMPRESSIONS-A HURRICANE RELIEF BENEFIT (2006). His most recent recording are LOVE WILL COME - THE MUSIC OF VINCE GUARALDI VOL 2 (2010), and GULF COAST BLUES & IMPRESSIONS 2-A LOUISIANA WETLANDS BENEFIT (2012).
In 2001 George released REMEMBRANCE - A MEMORIAL BENEFIT, a seven song EP of piano, guitar and harmonica solos, to benefit those affected by 9/11.  He has also worked with the late George Levenson of Informed Democracy (www.informeddemocracy.com) on three projects: a solo guitar soundtrack for SADAKO AND THE THOUSAND PAPER CRANES, and soundtracks of piano, guitar and, harmonica solos for PUMPKIN CIRCLE, and BREAD COMES TO LIFE. In addition, he has recorded the solo piano soundtrack for the children’s story THE VELVETEEN RABBIT for Rabbit Ears Productions.    
            George is presently concentrating mainly on live performances, and most of the time he is touring playing solo piano concerts (the Summer Show or the Winter Show), solo guitar concerts, solo harmonica concerts, and solo piano dances (with R&B and slow dance songs). 
            He is currently most inspired by the great New Orleans R&B pianists Henry Butler, James Booker, Professor Longhair, Dr. John, and Jon Cleary, and he is also working on interpreting pieces on solo piano by his favorite composers, including Vince Guaraldi, Professor Longhair, and the Doors, as well as Sam Cooke, Dr. John, Allen Toussaint, Randy Newman, Curtis Mayfield, Laura Nyro, Al Kooper, Jimmy Wisner, Arthur Lee, Frank Zappa, Ralph Towner, Rahsaan Roland Kirk, John Coltrane, Milt Jackson, John Hartford, Oliver Schroer, Taj Mahal, Henry Butler, James Booker, Jon Cleary, Philip Aaberg and others, to play at concerts, and at his solo piano dances.
            George is also working on solo guitar and is recording the masters of the Hawaiian Slack Key guitar for an extensive series of albums for Dancing Cat Records (www.dancingcat.com). Slack Key is the name for the beautiful solo fingerstyle guitar tradition, unique to Hawaii, which began in the early 1800s and predated the steel guitar by over half a century. 
            He is also recording his main inspirations for his harmonica playing: Sam Hinton, Rick Epping, and Curt Bouterse.
            This concert will feature George’s Summer Show, which will include melodic spring and summer type songs, some of Vince Guaraldi’s Peanuts pieces, pieces inspired by the New Orleans piano & the stride piano traditions, and songs from his upcoming album, Spring Carousel - A Cancer Research Benefit, scheduled for release in March 2017.

PLEASE NOTE:

If you would like to change this description in your advertising or marketing please first let us know.

George Winston Press Quotes

“The popular, unassuming pianist’s songs are pastoral wonders that purposefully evoke nature and landscapes in a way that’s as understated as it is beautiful.” 

– Ben Salmon, Bend Bulletin
“Perhaps best known for the ringing, rural folk-piano sound of his earliest recordings (“December”, “Autumn”), pianist George Winston has spent the last decade and a half deeply schooling himself in the music of artists who inspire him, including Vince Guaraldi, the Doors and the great rhythm-and-blues players of New Orleans.” 
– Tom Keogh, The Seattle Times
“Pianist George Winston’s music cuts a broad swath in both style and substance.”… “George Winston prefers to spend most of his time on the road, finding greater contentment in a concert setting than a recording studio.” “His concerts are always a blend of performance and philanthropy, with a canned food drive held at every show to benefit a local food bank, and portions of his merchandise sales donated to those organizations as well.” – Naila Francis, The Intelligencer
“His instrumental piano style bounces between folk piano, rhythm and blues piano and stride piano.” – John Benson, The Chronicle-Telegram

 

“Innovative, celebrated and accomplished, Winston is the real deal.” 
– RAB, Toledo City Paper

 

“Though he’s a renowned R&B player himself, the style is but one shade of Winston’s musical pallet. He’s perhaps best known for his melodic folk piano style, which is reflected in seasonal and geographically based albums like Autumn, December, Winter Into Spring, Summer, and Montana – A Love Story.” – Jim Dyar, Record Searchlight

  

“Seasons and sense of place remain essential elements to Winston in terms of relating experiences to music.” - Jim Dyar, Record Searchlight

“AUTUMN, WINTER INTO SPRING, DECEMBER and SUMMER are but four of the elegant Winston albums that have depicted seasonal inspiration during the last 25 years” – Walter Tunis, Knight Ridder

 “This (GULF COAST BLUES & IMPRESSIONS – A HURRICANE RELIEF BENEFIT) is perhaps the most engaging Winston album ever, and the single one anyone who’s ever been interested in him should own.” – Thom Jurek, All Music Guide
“George Winston’s melodic folk-style piano has been his signature sound for more than 30 years.” – Richard Freedman, Oakland Tribune

He returned to New Orleans R&B with the rollicking "Pixie," so full of sound that two hands hardly seemed enough to produce it. With its walking bass line and right hand syncopation, the number generated enough energy to light up the city of Lawrence. No doubt many in the audience came to hear Winston's more introspective tunes, but there were also those who wondered, "If he can play stride and R&B like that, why would he ever play anything else?" – Dean Bevan, Journal World
We started this week with a standing-room-only performance by George Winston. He performed his winter concert with exceptional prowess, not only on piano, but also on guitar and harmonica. What a treat. We hope to bring him back sometime in the near future for his summer concert. –Kris Sabel, Vail Daily 

George Winston Promoter Quotes

“The concert was very successful - full house, two standing ovations, a great review in the student newspaper.  Thanks for all of your help in making it happen!”
Sara Haugen, Director of Student Activities, University of Minnesota, Morris, MN

“The show was great and everything went very smoothly.  We were completely sold out two weeks prior and the crowd was very enthusiastic.  Thank you for all of your work in making the show possible. ” - Ronda Billerbeck, Cultural Programs Manager, City of Kent, WA

“For us, this was a concert that virtually sold itself.  The posting of the concert on George's web site was obviously a big factor in getting his fans in the region here.  The connection with the local food bank was also a great success, and paved the way for more of such ventures with our other events.” - Robert J. Smith, Ph.D., Director, The Carol Autorino Center for the Arts and Humanities Saint Joseph College, West Hartford, CT 

“It was delight to work with you all and thank Dancing Cat and of course George Winston for an excellent concert experience.” - Russ Martin

Walla Walla Symphony, Walla Walla, WA 

“The audience really enjoyed the concert.  It was great working with Dancing Cat and also Mr. Winston.  What a nice person! ”  - Bonnie, The Willmar Education and Arts Center, Willmar, MN

“What a wonderful event. Working with Dancing Cat was a true pleasure.”
- Davey Holmbo, Artistic/Technical Director, Calumet Theatre, Calumet, MI
