
They Might  
Be Giants 



"After 30 years, They 
Might Be Giants 
retain the virtues 

that have endeared 
them to everyone 

from indie-favoring 
hipsters to the 
preschool set...” 

 
- USA Today 



Quick Facts 
You have 60 seconds to learn 6 things about 

They Might Be Giants. (There will be a quiz.) 

1. The Giants are both named 
John. John F. & John L. This 
never gets confusing. 
 
2. John F. and John L. met in 
Junior High. They formed the band 
in 1982, which means this year is 
the band's 30th Anniversary. 
They are registered at Macy's.  
 
3. They have two Grammys.  

4. They Might Be Giants is one 
of the Internet's favorite 
bands. Just ask the Internet. 
 
5. They have released 20 studio 
albums and played over 2000 
shows all over the world. 
 
6. They have written music for 
TV, movies, video games and 
major ad campaigns.  



History 
They Might Be Forming a Band 

With John L. on accordion and sax, 
John F. on guitar, and a drum 
machine, They Might Be Giants took 
the 1980s NYC music scene by 
storm.  
 
They quickly became known for their 
catchy melodies, unusual subject 
matter, and clever wordplay, and 
attracted a huge following with their 
unique showmanship.  
 
The first TMBG shows included 
oversized props, cardboard 
masks, and one song for which the 
only accompaniment was a huge stick 
John F. banged on the stage. 



Dial-A Song 
When John L. broke his wrist 
biking and John F.’s apartment was 
burgled, TMBG started recording 
one song a day on their 
answering machine. 
 
They advertised "Dial-A-Song" in 
the Village Voice and fans started 
calling in to hear their music. The 
Brooklyn phone number charged 
the caller, so They used the tagline: 
"Free When You Call From 
Work." 
 
There was only one phone line, and 
Dial-A-Song soon became so popular 
that it took fans days of calling just 
to get connected.  



Early Music Videos 



Innovative Multi-
Platform Pioneers 

1980s-90s 1983 1999 2005 2012 

TMBG 
releases 
several 

breakthrough 
music videos 

on MTV. 

Dial-A-Song is the 
world's first 

incarnation of 
streaming audio. 

TMBG becomes the first 
major-label band to 
release an album 

exclusively in MP3 
format. 

TMBG's monthly 
podcast generates over 
1 million downloads in 
its first two months. 

Dial-A-Song goes 
mobile with a new 
Smartphone app. 



The Fans 
They Might Be Giants fans are 

extremely engaged (bordering on 
rabid), and come in all shapes, 

sizes, ages, genders, nationalities, 
and astrological signs.  

“Still innovating and still capturing 
new fans.” 

- Entertainment Weekly 

*Data from Facebook Insights 



Fans Around The World 



This Might Be A Wiki 

They Might Be 
Giants fans 

eagerly contribute 
to the unofficial 

TMBG wiki, which 
contains 1000+ 
pages of 100% 
fan-provided 

content. 



Social Media 
Facebook 

240,000+ Fans 
 

5 million+ Monthly 
Impressions 

 

Twitter 
38,000+ Followers 

 

YouTube 
15 million+ views 

200+ videos 
 



Music 

“They Might Be Giants is a band 
that simply loves making music, 
something that still excites them 

after almost 30 years.” 
- Billboard 

 
“Every song teems with 

surprisingly memorable choruses, 
melodies, and, well, quirks that 

prove hard to forget.” 
– LA Times 

 
“smart, ultra-catchy songs” 

– NBC New York 

Over 4 million records sold 
 
23 Albums and 5 EPs 
 
2 Grammy awards 



Select Albums 

JOIN US (2011) 
 
“Almost 30 years into a 

storied career, the 
band has made an 

album as inspired and 
idiosyncratic as its 

earliest recordings.” 
– Washington Post 

THE ELSE (2007) 
 

Debuted #1 on the iTunes 
Alternative chart and 

Top 10 overall. 
 

Reached #9 on the 
Billboard Top Digital 

Albums Chart. 

FLOOD (1990) 
 

RIAA-Certified 
Platinum 

 
"Birdhouse in Your 

Soul" is a top 10 hit in 
the US, UK, and 

Australia. 



Kids Music 
Nation's best-selling live act in the 
children's genre over the last 8 years. 

 
Parenting Magazine's Children's DVD 

of the Year Award 
and 

Two National Parenting Publications 
Awards  

 
Named #1 Band for Kids by Time Out NY 

No! (2002)  
#1 on Billboard's Children's chart 
 
Here Come the ABCs (2005) 
RIAA Certified Platinum 
 
Here Come the 123s (2008) 
RIAA Certified Gold 
Grammy Award Winner 
3 months at #1 in the Amazon 
children's category 
 
Here Comes Science (2009) 
RIAA Certified Gold 
Grammy Award Nominee 
Over 1 year on Billboard's 
Children's chart 



Kids Music 
“Several high profile acts have created tunes for 

kids in recent years, but none have maintained the 
critical praise and loyal fan devotion in both age 

groups quite like They Might Be Giants. The 
band’s Here Comes… Disney album series has 
made the Giants’ two Johns (Flansburgh and 

Linnell) the unquestioned superstars of children’s 
music, and their live (and generally sold out) 

concerts consistently welcome both gen-X parents 
and their kids.” 

 
- Time Out New York 



Theme Songs & 
Soundtracks 



Advertising Campaigns 



Television Appearances 

Most appearances 
(13) made by any 
rock band on Late 
Night with Conan 

O’Brien 



Press 



Tour 
They Might Be Giants has 
played over 2000 shows 
across North America, 
Europe, Asia, Australia, 
and New Zealand. 

Originally backed only by a 
drum machine, TMBG now 
tours as part of a 5-piece band.  



Contact 

Jamie Kitman 
The Hornblow Group 
845.358.7270 
ilcommodor@hornblowgroup.com 


